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By E. ALEXANDER POWELL.
{8y Cable to The Chicago Tribune.]

Headguarters in the Field of the
Ninth Imperial Army, Chatean Lafere,
mear Renalx, Belglum —Thres weeks
ago the government of Belgium re-
quasted me to placs befors the Ameri-
can people a lst of specific and au-
thenticated atrocities committed by

the German armies upon Belgian non- |

combatante, :

Today General von Boehn, com-
manding the Ninth Imperial field
army, acting mouthplece of the Ger
man geneful staff, has asked me to
place befors the American people the
‘German version of the Incidents in
question,

Bo far se I am aware | am the only
wcorrespondent In the present war who
‘has motored for an entire day through
the manks of the advancing German
army, who has dined ak a guest of tha
German army commander and his
staff, and who hns had the prog:ess
of the nrmy on the march arrested in
order to obtaln photographs of the
German troops.

This unusual experience came about
in & ourious und roundabout way.

Invited by General Von Boehn.

After an encounter in the streets of
Ghent last Tuesday between a Ger-
man military automobile and & Bel-
glan armored car, in which two Ger-
man soldiers were wounded, American
Vice Consul Van Hee persusded the
burgomaster to sccompany him im-
mediately to the headguarters of Gen-
eral von [loehn to explain the clreum-
stances and ask that the clty should
not ba hold responsible for the unl‘or
tunate affair,

In the course of the converszation
with Mr, Van Hee Geheral von Boehn
remarked that coples of papers con-
taining articlas written by Alexander
Powall critioizing the German treat-

mient of the Belgian civil population

had come to his attention and sald he
regretted he could not have an opoor-
tunity to tulk with Powell and give
him the German version.

Mr. Van Hee sald by a fortunate
coinoidence | happened to be in Ghent,
wheresupon the general ssked him to
bring me out to dlunsr the following
day, and lssued a safe conduet throngh
the German lines.

Though nothing was said about n
photograplier, I took with me Pho-
tographer Donald Thompson. As there
was some doubt regarding the. pro-
priety of (pking a Delgian driver into
the Qerman lines, T drova the car
mysell,

In Midst of Kalser's Men,

Half & mile out of Bottehem our
road debouched into the great high-
way ' whiclh lends, through' Lille té
Parle. We suddenly found ourselves
in the midsy pf the:German army;: It
was a sight never to be [orgotten.
Far as the eye could see stretched
golid columnsa of marehing mgn, press-
ing westward, ever westwurd, ’

The army was advancing in three
mighty columng along thres parallel
rosds, THOWE dénse masses of ' fifoy-
ing men in their elusive blue gray
uniforms looked for all the world like
threp monstrous serpents crawling
acroas the extintryside,

American flags which fluttered from
our windahield proved a passport in
themselves and as we approached the
closa locked rminks they parted to let
s through.

For five solld hours, traveling al-
‘ways at sxpress train speed, we mo-
tared belween thé walls of the march-
Ing men. In (ime the constant shuflie
of boots and the rhytbhmie swing of
gray-clad arms and shoulders grew
maddening and 1 became obsessed
with the fear that I would send the
oar plowing into the human  wedge
on either side,

Miles of German Soldlers.

It seemed that the runks never
would end, and as (ar as we were con-
cerned they never did, for we never
saw or heard the end of that mighty
volumuo, :

We passed regiment aller regiment,
brigade sfter brigade of infantry, ani
after them hussars, uhlans, culras-
slers, fleld batteries, more infantry,
mare fleld guns, ambplances, then
slege guns, ench druwn by 30 horses,
engineers, telaphone corps, pontoon
wagons, armored molor cars, more
ulilang, the sunlight gleaming on their
forest sof lances, more (nfantry In
aplked helmets, all sweeping by as
frresistible as a mighty river, with
thelr fuoes turned toward France.

This was the Ninth fleld army and
composed the very fower of the em-
pire, including the muagnificent troops
of the Imperjal guard. It was frst
and last a fghting army. The men
waore all young. They struck me as!
being koen as razors and as hard as
naile. The horses were magnificent.
They could not have been better. The
field guns of the Imperial guard were
almoat twilee the slse of any used by
olr army.

Thirty:two Horses Draw Howltzer.

But the most interesting of ail, of
course, were LHé five glgantie bowlt-
zars, ench drawn by 16 pairs of horees,
These howlitzers can tear a elty to
ploces at u distance of n dosen milay,

Bvery contingency seami to have
been foreséen. Nothitg was lefi to
chance. or overlooked. - Meps of Bel.
glum, with which avery soldier s pro-
vided, aro l|.!n finest exgmples  of
topography. [ have ever Byery |
pith, evary farm buildl %amp
of treen, ml mmmn m

TRIVEN T0 ATROCITIS, GERMAN
_ COMMANDER TELLS COR RESPONDENT

morning el ‘on of Deutsche Kreiger
Zeltung wae eing printed and distribe
uted to the | ssing men. . It conta‘ned
nothing but ccounts of German vic-
tories, of wh h I never had heard, hut
it seemed greatly to cheer the men,

Field kitchns with smoke pouring
from their stoveplps funnels rumbled
down the linco, serving steaming soup
and coffes to the-marching men, who
held out tin cups and had them filled
without onee hreaking step.

Covered Wagcns Hide Muchine Gune.

There were wagony fAlled with army
cobblers, sltt1g cross-legged on the
floor, who warée mending soldlers’
shoes Just as if they were back in
their Iittle shops In the fatherland.
Other wagons, to all appearances ordi-
nary two whetled farm carts, hld un-
der thelr arched canvas covers nlne
machine guns which could {natautly
be brought Into action, .

The medical corps was as magnifi-
cent a8 businesalike. It was as per-
fectly equippe! and as efficient as =
great city hosr(tal,

Men on hleydles with a coll of In-
sulated wire glung between them
strung & flald telephone from tree to
tree so the genoral commanding could
converse with any part of the 50 miles
long column,

The whole army never slpeps.
When half is resting the other half
is advancing. The soldiers are treat-
el as if they were valuable machines
which must bn speeded up to the high-
est possible ellclency. Therefore, they
ars well fed, well shod, well clothed,
and worked ac a negro teamster works
mules,

Only men vho are well eared for
can march 356 miles a day week in and
week out, Orly once did 1 gee a man
mistreated. A pentry on duty In front
of the genera! headquarters falled to
salute an offlcor with sufficlent prompt-
ness, whearanpon the ofMeer lashed him
again and agiln across (he face with
a riding whiz, Though welts rose
with every biow, the goldier stood
rigidly at attention and never guiv-
ered,

Finally Reaches Von Boehn.

It was conslderably past midday and
we were within a few miles of the
French frontier when we saw a guidon,
which signifies the presence of the
head of the army, planted at the eén-
trance of a splendid old chatean. As,
we pasgsed through the iron gates and
whirled up the stately tréeldined drive
and drew up in front of the terrace a
dozen officers In staff uniform came
running out to meet us. Mr a few
minutes it felt ae If we were belng
welcomed st a country house in Ameri-
ca ingtead of at the headquarters of
the German srmy (n the field. So
perfect was the Neld teleplione service
thut the stall hod been able to keap in
touch with our progress nlong the
lines and were waiting dinner for us.

Aftar dinner wa grouped ourselves
on the terrace In the self-consclous
attitude people always assume when
having thelr pictures takem; and
Thpmpson, mede some photographs.
They probably are the only ones of
this war, ot léast of a German general
and an American war correspopdent
who was not under arrest.

Then we gathered about the table,
on which was spreand a stafl map of
the war area, and got down to serlous
business. The general hegan by as-
serting that the stories of atrocities
perpetrated on Belglan noncombatants
were a tlssue of les.

“Look at these officers about you,”
he eaid. “They are gentlemen like
yourself., Look at the soldlers march-
Ing past in the road out thers, Most
of them are fathers of familles, Sure-
ly you don't believe they would do the
things they have been accused of.”

Explains Aerschot Crimes.

“Three days ago, general,” I sald,
“1 was In Aerschot. The whola town
now is but a ghastly, blackened, blood-
atained ruin'

“When we entered Aergchot the son
of the burgomaster came Into the
room, drew a revolvér, and assassinat-
od my chief of staff,” the general said,
“What followed was only relribution.
The townapeon!e only got whut thoy
deserved.”

“Hut why wreak vour vengeance on
women and children?

“None has been killed,” the general
assorted positively.

“T am sorry to contradict you, gen-
eral' 1 agserted with equal positlve-
ness, “but I have myself seen their
mutilated bodles. 8o has Mr. Ginson,
secretary of the American legation
at Brusspls, who wad present during
the destruction of Louvain."

“Of courss, thers always Is danger
of women and e¢hlldren being killed
during street fightlng,"” sald General
von Boehn, “If they insist on coming
into the street. It is unfortunate, but
it Is war.”

. Data Startles General,

“But bhow about & woman's body 1
saw, with her hande and feet cut off?
How ahount a white-haired man and his
gon whom I helped bury outside Semp-
stad, who had been killed mereiy be-
osuse a retreating Helgian had shot a
‘German soldier outslde thelr house?
There were 22 aunnat wounds on the
‘ot man's face. 'l counted them, How
about the lttle glrl two. years old who
‘was shot while In her mother's armu
by & uhlan, and wbose funeral T at-
tanded at Heyvatopdenberg? How about
the ofd mun who was hung from the
| eafters in his house by his hands and
|| ronsted o death by a bonfire being

'] bullt under him?”

. The general seemed somewhat

taken aback by the smount and m
ness of my data.

“Such things are horrible, if m-
he said, “Of courss, our scldiers, like
woldiers of all armies, sometimes got
out of hand and do things which we
wouldl never tolernte !f we knew It
At Louvain, for ezample, I sentenced
two soldiers to 12 years' penal servi-
tuds apiece for asssulting & wofnan.”

Louvain Library Incident.

“Apropos of Louvain™ 1 rerasrked,
“why did you destroy the Hbrary? It
was one of the lterary atma‘hamu of
the world"

“Wa' mmw as much as any
one else” answersd the general. “Tt
caught fire from burning houses and
we could not save it.”

“But why did you burm Louvain at
all?™ 1 asked,

“Beeause .the townspeople fired on
our troops. We ac¢tually found ma-
chine guns In some of the houses.”
And smashing his flst down on the
table, he continued: “Whenever clvil
lans fire upon our troops we will
teach them a lusting legson. If women
and children insist on getting in the
way of bullets, so much the worse for
the women and children.”

“How do you explain the bombard-
ment of Antwerp by Zeppelins?™ 1
queried.

Explaine Zeppelin Bomba.

“Zeppelins have orders to drop their
bombsa only on fortifications and sol-
diers,” he answored.

“As a matter of fact,” I remarked,
“they only desiroyed private houses
and clvilians, severnl of them women,
If one of thoss bombs had dropped 230
vards nearer my hotel 1 wounldn't be
smoking one of your excellent ¢igars
today."

“This {# & calamity which I thank
God didn't happen.”

“If you feel for my safety as deeply
as that, general” I sald earpestly,
“you can make quite sure of my com-
ing to no harm by sending no more
Zeppelins,™

“Well,"” he sald, laughing, "we will
think about It." He continued grave: |
ly:

“I trust you will tell the Amerfonn |
people through your paper what 11
have told you today. Let them hear |
our gide of this atrocity business, It |
i only jostice that they should be
made famillar with both sides of the
question.” {

1 have quoted my converaation with
the general as nearly verbatim as 1|
can remember it 1 have no commaents |
to make. 1 will leave it to my readers
to decide for themselves just how con-
vincing are the answers of the Ger-
man general staff to the Helgian ac-
cusations,

Photographs German Army.

Before we begat our converzation 1
agked the general if Mr. Thompson
might be perniitted to take photo-
graphs of the great.army passing. |
Flve minutes later Thompson was
whirled away in a military motor car |
cleeroned by nn army officer who had |
attended the army school at Fort |
Riley. It seems'they stopped the car
beslde the road in a place where the
lHght was good, and when Thompson |
saw approacling a regiment or hat- |
tery of which he wikhed u ploture he |
waotld tell the officer, wheretpon the |
officer wotld blow his whistle, and |
the whole column would halt,

“Just walt a few minutel until the
dust setties,” Thompson would re-
mark, nonchalantly lHghtlng a clgur-
ette, and the Ninth Imperial army,
whoae columns stretched over the |
countryside ns far as the eye could see
would stand In Its tracks until the air |
was sufficiently clear to get a ploture.

Thus far the only one who has suc-
cegded in halting the German army 8
thie liftle photographer from Kansas.

Show Thompson Gunnery.

As a field battery of the Imperial
guard rumbled past, Thompson made
pome remark about the accuracy of
the Ameriean gunners at Vera Croz,

"Let us show you what our gunners
can do,” sald the oMicer, and gnve an
order. There were more orders; a per-
fect volley of them, a bugle shrilled
harghly, the eight horses strained
agninst  their collars, the drivers
eracked thelr whips, and the gun left |

swung into position In an mljucumi

On & knoll three miles away anp |
anclent windmill was beating the id!‘
with its huge wings. The shell hit the |
windmill fair and sqoara and tors il
Into splinters,

“Good work,” Thompson nbn»rtedj
critieally;. “If those fellows aof }oura\
keep an they'll be abla to get a jnb
In the American navy after the war?

In all the aonals of modern war l'
do not belleve there is a parallel m
this American war photographer Lalt-
fng with an upralsed, peramptory hand |
the advancing army, lelsurely photog
raphing regiment after reglment, unt]
then having a field gun of the Impe |
rial guard go into action solely to
gratify his curiosity. |

Find English Leaders.
Ageording to a dispaieh from a Dally;,
Mail correspondent at Rouen the Ger
mans have been able, with seemingly
uncanny precision, to locate the head
quarters of the Britieh general staff,
no matter where It moves,
Throughout ten days, beginning
when the fghting was about Mons, the
invadérs poured shells close to the
meeting polnt of the king's generals,
Jt was the same thing whon héad
quarters were at Donai and, Landre
oles, whereupon Sir John French with
drew his position to Le Catesu. There
it was the target of a terrific bom

nd burned {t. The next move was to
S8t. Quentin, where again the Brinsh
hendquarters were a mark for the Gen |

Sk v i

WHAT THE ZEPPELIN BOMBS DID T0 ANTWERP

These photographs glve some idea of the effects of the dropping of bombs in Antwerp from German Zeppelins,
an action that aroused indlgnant protest from the allles and other people.

TURCOS WHO ARE FIGHTING IN THE FRENCH ARMY

Hardy fighters of the Nineleenth corps of the Algerian coptingent in the French army
attacks on the enemy seem to utterly demoralize the German gunners.

Their fearless, flarce

GENERAL VON MARNITZ

HUSSIAN RED CROSS NURSES IN THE FIELD

the road, bounded acrosd a ditch, and |

Neld, | B

General von Marnitz has been In
command of the German ocavalry on
the extreme rvight of the
army i{n France and covered the ad-
vanee of Von Kluk's futile turning
movement. Von Marnite's cavalry
penetrated even to the southwest of
Parls and astoniahed the world by its

bardment, which sct fire to the town !

Small Caucss of War,

Nine h.gdred years ago a dispute
between Modenn and Holognm over =
well bicket began 4 war which devas-
tated Europe. A Chinese emperor |
onu wont to war over the breaking of

& teapot; Sweden and Poland fgw at |
‘each other's throats In 1654 because
| the king of Sweden discovered that bis

the armies of Italy, riai.e tnd Aus:|

voro mining | ENGLISH  LONG
 The infantry Btoide o{ 31!/5 Inches
Leads Amng the l‘m

The Ruesinng take the shortest step,
27% inchés, and only 112 in & min-
The German munmm does
114, ﬂu Austrisn 115 and the French

‘bt t"“N‘B not

FARMER'S WIFE
T00 ILLTO WORK

A Weak, Nervous Sufferer
Restored to Health by Ly-
dia E. Pinkham’s Veg-

Kasota, Minn. — “l am ghd to say
thet Lydis E. Pinkham's Vegetable
Compound has done
more for me than
anything else, and I
[l had the best physi-
i1 clan here, 1 was so
weak and nervous
that I could not do

it my work and suf-
ol ered with pains low
A\l down in my right
L\ side for a year or
more. I took Lydia
E. Pinkham's Vege-
table Compound, and now I feel like s
different person. 1 believe there is
nothing like Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vege-
table Compound for wesk women and
young girls, and I would be glad if I
could influence anyone to try the medi-
cine, for 1 know it will do all and much
more then it is claimed to do.”” — Mm.
Crana Frangs, R. F. D. No. 1, Maple-
crest Farm, Kasotn, Minn,

Women who suffer from those dis-
tresaing ills peculiar to their sex should
be convineed of the ability of Lydia E.
Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound to re-
store their health by the many genuine
and truthful testimonials we are con-
stantly publishing in the newspapers,

If you have the slightest doubt
that Lydia E, Pinkham’s Vegeta-
ble Compound will help you,write
to Lydia E.Pinkham I\‘terlivinuCo.
(confidentinl) Lynn, Mass,, for ad-
vice. Your letter will be opened,
read and answered by & woman,
and held in strict conlidence,

Make the Liver
Do its Duty

_Nine times in ten when the liver is
right the stomach and bowels are right.

CARTER'S LITTLE
LIVER PILLS

gentlybutfirmly com-
pel a lazy liver to
do its duty.
Cures Cons
atipation, In.
digestion, 4
Sick ’
Headache,
and Distresn After ['.ntm.g

SMALL PILL, SMALL DOSE, SMALIL PRICE,
Genuine must besr Signature

W

W. N. U, §T. LOUIS, NO. 39-1914.

Woman's Preas Club.

The Woman's: National Fress associs
ation fs one of the oldest of the wom
en's organizations In the countty, hav-
ing been In existence sinpe 188, It
was organized in Washington long be-
fore the newspaper men had organ-
fzed their National Press club and be-
fore the Gridiron club, so well known
for its clever programs at annual
meetings. The first president was
Mrs. Emlly BEdson Briggs, the first
woman Journallst allowed admission
to the press gulleries of Washington.
Mrs, Mary 8. Lockwood, the present
president, {8 in her aeighties, but is
stlll a prolific writer. Mrs, Champ
Clark, Miss Mabel Boardinan, Mrs,
HBelva Lockwood and others as well
known.

All for America,

Last year the United States Imports
ed kuit goods to the amount of §6.671.-
863 and this vear will have to get
along without the imported goods, It

| {& now the fashion for women to “sac

rifice"’ themselves for their countries,
and what better sacrifice could Ameri-
¢an women make than cheerfully to
wear American-made clothes durlng
the next few years? Lel every one

| declare for American goods.

Something Worth While.

Church—HBoy's home from college, |
Bead.

Gothan-—0Oh, yes

“Bring home a diploma with him?"

“No; but he brought home u corking
good recommendation from the college
opach.”

The enterprising summer girl has
no use for the young man who wastes
hig time kisslng her hand,

London consumes eggs valusd at
$11,620,000,

SICK DOCTOR
Proper Food Put Him Right.

The food experience of a physiclan
in his own case when worn and weak
from sickness and when needing nour
{shment the worst way, is valuable:

“An attack of grip, 6o severs It camo
near making an end of me, left my
stomach in such condition I could not
retaln any ordinary food. I knew of
course that I must have food nourish-
ment or [ could never recover.

“1 began to take four. teaspoonfuls
of Grape-Nuts and cream three times
& day and for ¥ weeks this was almost
my only food. It tasted so deliclous
that 1 enjoyed It immensely and my
stomach handled it perfectly from the
first mouthful. It was so nourishing
1 was quickly built back to normal
beaith and strength,

“Grape-Nuts 18 of great value as food
to sustaln life during serlous attacks




